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Of all the questions I get on the blog, this one is the most frequent:

What do you use to get your colorful backdrops for photos? Well, friends – I’m about to answer that very question and you’re probably going to be slightly underwhelmed by just how easy and not fancy it is…

Paint and wood. 

That’s it. 

Now – I used to use solid colored wrapping paper but found that it gets wrinkly and warped resulting in a pretty unattractive background. Painted wood on the other hand stands up to wear and tear …and when you get sick of the color, just paint over it. 

So, today, before we head into the weekend, I’m sharing a few of my favorite paint tips for all your crafters, creatives and bloggers like me. Aaaaand, instead of showing you how I paint my solid color backdrops (which would be a sad, sad one-step tutorial), I’m painting my own oversized mural that you’ll be seeing more of in upcoming posts. 
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If there is one thing we bloggers love, it’s a mural. We can stand in front of it, take a million photos and post them on Instagram. Afterall, Instagram is the meaning of life. Fact. 

Well – if you don’t live in a mural-ridden city, you may want make your own. 

TIPS FOR PAINTING YOUR OWN BACKDROP

· What will you be photographing on it?! If you’ll be shooting small projects a 24x24” piece of ¼” thick plywood will do the job! If you’ll be shooting larger projects, opt for something bigger – 36”x48”. If you want a life size mural – grab a 4ft x 8ft piece of ½” plywood. That’s what I used for this mural
· Use sample cans. They are affordable and if you don’t love the color, you’ve only lost a small investment. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]For this project and my other photo backdrops, I use Behr Premium Plus Ultra (http://www.behr.com/consumer/products/interior-paint-and-primer/behr-premium-plus-ultra-satin-enamel) . The sample cans are inexpensive and the coverage is great. You see all those random abstract sections of my mural? Each one is just a single coat and I layered them easily without any show-through.
· If you’re making a mural – stick with abstract strokes...that way there’s no pressure to be perfect!
· Use a combination of paint brushes and paint rollers. The change in texture makes your mural more interesting
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Last step – Pose! With a large 4ft x 8ft piece of plywood, you can create a large mural that is perfect for selfies! 

My mural colors: Behr Premium Plus Ultra (http://www.behr.com/consumer/products/interior-paint-and-primer/behr-premium-plus-ultra-satin-enamel)  in Chilled Mint, Guava Jelly, It’s a Girl, Sherbet Fruit and Pumpkin Essence (clearly I have a thing for paint with food names!) 

I’m so excited to have partnered with Behr to bring you these fun and easy paint tips. Now, get up and go make your own mural! I can’t wait to see it!
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